
All Souls. 2nd November 2022 

Yesterday we celebrated the solemnity of All Saints, those men, and women who struggle 

with the trials and tribulations of this world and excel in their struggle through the effective 

use of God’s grace, though mortals were now immortalized. 

Today we celebrate All Souls. We call it all souls, but we are celebrating and praying for 

the souls of those who consciously struggle while on earth but whose struggles were not 

enough to make them like the saints we celebrated. Because of their conscious effort, they 

escape eternal damnation; they are neither in heaven nor in Hell; they are in a place of 

Purgation called Purgatory: The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines purgatory as a 

“purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven,” which is 

experienced by those “who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified” 

(CCC 1030). The purification is necessary because, as Scripture teaches, nothing unclean 

will enter the presence of God in heaven (Rev. 21:27) and, while we may die with our 

mortal sins forgiven, there can still be many impurities in us, specifically venial sins and 

the temporal punishment due to sins already forgiven. 

Today we gather to remember those brothers and sisters, friends, parents, relations and all 

our well wishes who have gone before us, that God should have mercy upon them. They 

need only our prayers to be saved, the Saints, don’t need our prayers they only intercede 

for us as well as those in purgatory. 

Three Churches form the communion of Saints. The Church Triumph, the Militant or the 

struggling Church and the Suffering Church. 

We the struggling and the suffering Church need the intercession of the Church triumphant, 

and we have the responsibility to pray for the suffering Church. 

As we pray for them, we must do well at aiming heaven as our goal the grace of God is 

sufficient for us to be able to work for our salvation. Be good to people and touch the lives 

of others positively, don’t spent more time on the things that will one day be vanished, 

appreciate God for your being and don’t be selfish. Identify with those who are facing one 

challenges or the other rather than mocking at them. Be simple and happy with people even 

your enemies. At the end Jesus will say come, you who are blessed by my father. Inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

May God help in our journey to eternity as we pray for the peace repose of our faithful 

departed. 

 

Fr. Jingbe Simon 
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